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Jiily 29, 1943 


SAC, Miami 


Dear Sirs 


Cooperation of Mi&ai Police 
Murder of Sir Harry Oakes 


, . . Pre " "P?rt« indicate that tea death of Sir Harry Jakes 

belted B «T?! b T en un !? or investigation by Captain Bbwsrd *. 
felehm and Captain Janes 0. barker of tee Uiaai Police Eeparteent. 

^J' / U ’2 h ®f indicated teat teen these police officers uncovered 

ph J 3 i! e , 1 ,r 1 f en ? e pertinent to th ® investigation they brought 
i° ^v* blood tests “de by Dr. Alexander 
_lener of the Chief Sedical ixaniner'e office in He* York City. 

:^?:rL7r rte «f° * U *? e8t °ther Mtc of evidence were 
carried by these officers to Mew fork for analysis* **;. " 

The Bureau desires that you endeavor to discreetly 

fIelUMi,^\rT t0<1 p h TJ* 18 ® 1 P® 110 * officers to ignore.jthe 
u!Tt ^ th 2 Bu r , * u 8 Ubo ™tory and carry this evidence to 
New York City. The Bureau is particularly anxious to deteradn* 
whether this action on the part of these officers is an indication 
t„„. df Poor oooperatior, on their part and on the part of the 'liani • 

« * ^ Vdth ** FBI i" of a general ;cri,sinological 

_ 

sinnl^iW “tier should be given very prompt attention and . 

OL.ia _ahs»ld receive your personal attention. ' . £ i=- 

L. add n- r 3 

NUM Very truly yours, = 

_._. .. 

Tracy _ , _, S 

.Car a on /^, \ - >- 1 ..i 

-- / / J _ a\ v 

Harbd ~—_Joha ^dgtLj^Mfj^Sirgom : 

H»«don •. (' / f El l~^~’ 

J **‘v. re* * v *W r -H Id,* 

M. Galraj- ^ J -"TO 

Musa ford tu. ■- .. ^ / T f f } 

Qaina Tamm r-s J \ t v -'^*7 / (/^-S / "jr JjS 


John &dg*rjks&vmr 


VSlfia 1 a m m c - 
1 

Gaudy _ 


-* jr> * * 
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J0Kn EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR 



LBN:RC 


Xvbttal Stamm of Inueoitgaifon 
ISmied States ©apartment of dustine 
J®aal)ut0ton, ®* C. 

July 54, 1943 


yVLx. Cljjg g_ 
/ M itg€ y _ 

' ^Mr/vSt^y j 


Police department 


y*^r* ^Kw Mn. Acers__ 

MW Mr' c &r80D 

P^~T\ mtf Mr. Harbo_ 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR* T OLSON _ \\Mr Mr. Hendon_ 

jJK Mr. Mumford_ 

RE; MIAMI POLICE DEPARTMENT Mr ‘ Starke - 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_ _ 

Mr. Neaps_ 

For record purposes there is attached hereto Miss Be/ahm- 

a clipping from the Washington Times-Herald of July 54, Mi ^ Gandy- 

1943 , reflecting that Captain Edward W*-Melchen had _ 

taken blood stains to New York for examination by Dr, 
Alexanderfflfiener • I have noted in the,,papers that f/r?\ 

Melchen and James^Barker of the Miam i c 'PoJdce Department . - 
have been investigating the murder of Sir Harry-yQakes in 
the Bahamas . 

I think the fact that they took this material 
Ito New York rather than bring it to the Bureau Laboratory 
| should be noted for reference in future dealingswith the 
Miami Police Department . 


3 

... ib 1 


Re spectfully , 


L • BY Nichols 


Attachment 
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By WARREN HALL 

new YORK, July 23 (N. Y. 
News) .—Several articles which ap¬ 
pear to be bloodstained and which 
may become vita* evidence in the 
trial of Count Alfred de Marlgny 
for the Bahama murder of sir 
Harry Oakes, his father-in-law 
were flown here today for tests by 
one of the world’s most eminent 
serologists. 

The two Investigators who 
brought them were tightlipped 
about their mission, but It was 
learned that the stains will be 
tested first to discover whether 
they were made by human 
and, if so, whether the bloo 
bethat of Sir Harry, An 
b< m gold-mining multi-mil, 
w lose battered and burne 
w s discovered July 8 in a 
h$ 20-room mansion at N 

| Fingerprints a Factor 

The tests will be made by Dr. 
Alexander Wiener, head of the 
serolqgical laboratory of the chief 
medical examiner’s office and a 
protege of Dr. Karl Landsteiner, 
discoverer of blood-grouping. 

Maj. Herbert Pemberton, chief 
of the criminal investigation de¬ 
partment of the Nassau police 
and Capt. Edward W. Melchen of 
the Miami police department, who 
arrived at LaGuardia Field today 
from Miami, would make no com¬ 
ment on the case. 

Ostensibly they came here to 
compare half a dozen fingerprints 
found in the murder room with 
the prints of Count De Marigny, 
the spade-bearded French sports¬ 
man who has been charged with 
the murder of the fabulously 
wealthy father, of his third wife. 

t was learned, however, that 
th! real purpose of their trip was 
to enlist the services of Dr. Wienrer 
in*establishing what may be the 
key evidence in solving the crime. 



After Major_„_ 

Captain Melchen had epea& two 
and a half hours In the RagftNf 
Gallery and fingerprint files at 
the New York City Police College, 
they conferred with Acting Lieut, 
George MeNuIty who was. assigned 
to Miami during the winter social 
season for several years and knew 
Sir Harry and his son-in-law. 

Lieut. McNulty turned them-oyer 
to Detective Tom Bannon of the 
main office squad, who took, .them 
to see Dr. Wiener. 

Experts pointed out that if the 
stains proved to be human blood, 
Dr. wiener probably could come 
closer than any other available 
criminologist in establishing 
whether the blood came from the 
four bludgeon wounds on the body, 
of the 69-year-old gold-mine mag¬ 
nate. 

Wiener, who has spent half 
of is 39 years in the stnrfv of 




nal cases have been confined 
largely to determining innocence 

i was 

the 
the 
the 
that 
come from 

However, if a sample of blood 
can be placed In one of 72 cate¬ 
gories Instead of one of four, the 
chances of coincidence would be¬ 
come infinitely more remote. 

T/t. Wiener * predicted recently 
that human blood may become as 
distinctive as social security num- 
'bers, provided that research la 
able to identify the innumerable 
varieties that appear to exist. 

The findings in the present case 
will not be made public here. If 
they turn out to have any bearing 
on the case, they probably- will 
first become common knowledge 
at Count De Marigny’s trial 
,jor Pemberton, who 
[ed to tiie case by the 
governor of the 

today he was bound __ 

law not to reveal any evidence 
"until a case has been gdjttdt 
cated." - 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Ta*m 
Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr .-Coffey 
Mr 
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Mr. Roeen^ 

Mr. Tracy__ 

Mr. Acers_ 

Mr. Canon. 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon 




- Glarin '/ 
. Ladd / 

. Niebolg // 


Mr. Mumford_ 

Mr. Starke_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm, 

Mr. Neaae_ 

Miss Gandy_ 
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October 4, 1943 

,n „ —. 


Mr. A. P. litchin 
Federal Bureau of Xsflreetlgation 
1300 Bleeayne 
Mlajtl 32, Florida 


A 

Bs&aMua jsmaaate 


JOE: COOPmflO* OF MIAMI POLIOS, 

hubbkx of six baxxt oaxxs 


Soar Siri 


Reference is aada to your letter dated September 3, 1943, in which 
yea set forth the facts aad circumstances surrounding the transmission of 
the evidence by Captains Melchea and Barker, of the Ml Mat Police Department, 
to Sew York City for technical analysis in the murder ease of Sir Harry Oakes 
that occurred'in.the; Bahamas. 


I have noted therein your statement to the effect that Captain 
Mel chan, probably because of the publicity arising out of the Vincent Christy 
case, hears an unfriendly and uncooperative attitude toward the Bureau. 

Captain Barker appears also to have the same attitude, particularly when it 
is noted from your letter that he protested vigorously the action of Captain 
Melchen in forwarding to the FBI Laboratory eertaia bullets and cartridge eases 
fro a the Christy case. 


You have stated in your letter that the forwarding of evidence in 
the Oakes case, to Hew York City, In no way involved a lack of cooperation on 
the part of the Miami Police Department. I can not agree with your conclusion 
as It is impossible to separate the actions of the members of the police 
department from the department itself, their attitude apparently reflects the 
general attitude of Abe Miami Felice Department. 


You should, in the future, be particularly alert for any facte or 
circonstaneee that further BVljjftace an uncooperative attitude on the part of 
the personnel of the Miami Felice Department. 


Tolao n 
C. A., Tamm 
Clegg 
Coffey 



Quinn TamrfT 

Nease_~ 

Qandy_ 




A ! L. h. ■..} jr/,.. 

DC I 6 i 943 p 

\ 

8'Jft€AU OF iNV£$T(QAT^Si f 

*• i*n*T»W or It-Sfici 


' OA Ci ,o:,43l ~ 




8 


Very truly yours. 







Director, FBI* 


3 tetn>ral Itarrau nt fotur«tt 0 aitnrt 

53ttUea State* Bepartment of 3«0tice 

^ ^ ^ 


1300 Biacayne Building 
Uiaai, Florida 


September 3, 1943* 


REAcooper&tion of Miami Police, 
l&tr of Sir Harry^pakes • 


Dear Sirs X—-— 

, 4 -n pui-rfiau letter dated July 29p 1943, ■ 

Reference is made to B renorts concerning the 

to the attention of this off. ertain physical evidence pert 
Sir Harry Oakes have indicated y r y £Vfcyfor technical t 

to the investigation were hrough o MiemV ^ioe department, 

examination, apparently by tfeese 10 

this connection. the Buroau desir d * ^ , s J u* or atfl# and < 

offioers to ignore the facilities oi w.o . 

evidence to Hew York City. •» ' : /) 

please he advised that th. 

had nothing to do with t£ ^^TorTt £.«« ^ «* ^ 

Immediately after the telephomd Captain Eddie^felchen o: 


It seems that the 
Captain ISelchen, the latter 
occasions *« the Duke sn 
in the past. It is also my 
tacts with Captain Melchen, 
Melchen's police ability. 


Duke of Windsor is personally acquain 
having been his bodyguard &nd ®scort 
Duchess of the Bahamas visited Miami, 
understanding that because of these 
the Duke became favorably impres 


captain Melchen *o is * Phonal*^^t^; 
Agent in Charge John L.l&dal taining t0 sir Harry Oakes 


Agent in Charge John L. ^ da ^ a ° pertaining*to Sir Harry Oakes 
aid in the investigation at that pfiiot. 
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■ l ab*faaapany him to Hassau* 

% ** Z(*f: . „, re retain Barker is an KPA graduate 

D As the Bureau knew*, I T^P^-Kfication Divisio: 

r \ ^ y ":u 1 0v , 
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is investi- 
urry to 
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September 3# 


Director# FBI# 

Of the murder of Sir Harry Oakes at Nassau. 


inve 


Uaptaina 

itigation 
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During the o~rs« rf thi» «to. Certs|: 

sss sa s^sis 

stsssrsiX^ »*-• —» ^ 

, „«..»... ■s?ar£t 

”"■■ r " *“ ”"“" y **°" i “ 1 

comparison. 

t + 27 1943# Captain Melohen was discreetly quo 

On August 27# l9*o, oapT,« evidence was taken to 

Agent Medela a« to why the ®- b ° T . tory at Weshington for the 

City instead of to the Bureau's £ b °r£°£ ” d somewhat taken ah., 

teehnioal examination. CaP^^ Lbarrasaed. He then made the at 
question and appearedobTioueXyembarras^ ^ later . Just 

"I oan't tell you to press him on this poi 

about it." Ho further attempt was made pr ^ „ 

Captain Melohen apparently did not care to a 

xi « will a s that of Agent Madala# tha 
It is my opinion, as wel ^ raaB<m for carrying 

Helohsn will never advise this office Bureau’s Laboratory 

evidenoe to New York *y Bureau my conclusions as to wh 

sns. , js^a."Si"** 

contacts with Captain Melohen. 

, T -bo Doint out to the Bureau 

In the first place. I P s doeB m t involve « 

vestigation of the murder i/^y. All of Captains Melehe: 
Police Department as *'f “eoitioM^were thair otm and were not a 
activities, travels, «od deoisi ^ ^ UlU# Quiggor anJv 
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(finger- 
in blood 
he crime. 
Analysis 
ilSarigny. 


fcsj to- 

York 

lysis and 




th 


any 


Captain Malchan is one of 
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Director* FBI* 


September 3* 1943• 


a., options bv the Post Offiee Ins pec tors, as 

arrfc ssssn~. *253?* 

haa a good raputation i. police AY^^to lobefor 

of floors mho oometo Miami fVaao^oreWlos in £ tokm. 

fugitives and handle invostigatlons ln this City. y^t for 

Captain lfelchan ia frequently travelling Zll It ereat importance and local 
the Mmai Police Department in imreatigationa of great important 

interest* 

Agent Madala tell, me tint Captain Melchen has ^7^^ B ’ ithln 
the Heir To* City Polioe Department, particularly :A,*?!, !^d^e ^6* 

»rt« that th*. ..uld g*t »oo. pthlthSty in nnowntinn with 
this nationally publicised murder of Sir Harry Oakes. I 


hol4 


anc 

Th* 


ill feeling £r£* 

^ ^Itod^of^aptaln”Barker 

£tK^^The lt e^^nd.' 

the Lre^'t Sborttory in Washington for a teohnicai^exaaination 
possible identification with unidentified guns, bulls s 4 

Sere then on file in the Laboratory. 
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1 later learned that Captain Melehen sent 
., . nviriatv oaae to the Bureau’s Laboratory over the st 

nroteot^of^^ptain" tartar and the then States Attorney George A. 
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Itolohen never volunteered to explain their attitude. 
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Director, FBI* 


September 3, 1945* 


I he to explained the above situation to the Bureau as a second 
possibility as to why Captain Xeleben had the evidence secured in the j 

Oakes warder ease taken to Hew York City instead of to the Bureau’s 
Laboratory in Washington. 

I wish to reiterate at this point that the earrying of the Oakes 
evidence to Hew York City in no way involves a situation of poor cooperation S 
on the part of the Xlaai Police Department with the Bureau in natters of a ^ 1 
general criminological nature* I believe that It merely oonoems Captain 
Uelehen or Captain Barker personally* 

Should in the future Captain Uelehen explain to ne or to any 
other Agent in this offioe, his exact reason for Ignoring the facilities of 
the Bureau’s Laboratory in the instsnt ease, the Bureau will be promptly 
advised* 


Very truly yours. 


jS _ k * 1 HL a. p. kitchih, sac. — 


JUftCSH . * I x 

94-34 
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FROM 


DO- 


QFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDEh«« BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

TO 

OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


Mr. Tolson _ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg _ 

Mr. Coffey _ 

Mr. Glavin _ ( ) 

Mr. Ladd _ 

Mr. Rosen __ 

Mr. Acers _ ( j 

Mr. Carson_( ) 

Mr. Hendon___ { ) 

Mr. Mumford _ ( ) 

l$r. Starke . ( ) 

Mr. Quinn Tamm . ( ) 

Mr. Nease _ ( ) 

Miss Gandy_{ ) 

_ ( ) 



See Me _ 

Note and Return 
Remarks: 






















1300 Biscayne Building 
Ulaol* Florida 


September 3* 1043 


Director* FBI* 


Dear Sir* 


RE* Cooperation of Miami Police* 
Murder of Sir Harry Ookee* 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated duly £3* 1343* calling 
to the attention of tiiia office that Press reports oonoemiag the death of 
Sir Harry Oakes have indicated that certain physical evidence pertaining 
to the investigation were brought to UOw York City for technical tests and 
examination* apparently by members of the men! Polios Department* In 
this oomneoti oca* the Bureau desired to know what prompted these Hi ami polios 
officers to ignore the facilities of the Bureau’s Laboratory and carry this 
evidence to Dew York City* 

Please be advised that the Tfiaad Police Department as an entity 
had rafching to do with the investigation of the murder of fir Harry Oakes* 
laraedlately after the Duke of v^indsor at Haseau was apprised of the death of 
Sir Harxy Oakes* lie personally telephoned Captain Bddle chan of tie Miami 
Polios Department for aid and assistance In the investigation of this death* 

It seems that the Duke of Windsor is personally acquainted with 
Captain Melohen, the latter having been his bodyguard and escort on numerous 
occasions the Duke and Duchess of the Bahamas visited Miami, Florida, 
in the past* is also my understanding that because of these for mr con¬ 
tacts with Captain l&elohen* the Duke became favorabfy impressed with Captain 
Melchen’s police ability* 

Captain Melchen* tfto is a personal friend of Assistant Special 
Agent in Charge John L* Dedala of this office* informed him that after he 
received tie Duke’s telephone call pertaining to Sir Harry Oakes* death 
and his request for Captain liel chan’s assistance in tic investigation* 
Captain Melchen contacted City Manager A, 3« Curry as well os Chief of 
Folio# H* Leslie Quigg to obtain their authority to proceed to Lassau and 
aid in ths investigation at that point* 

During tie course of the conversation with the Duke* Captain 
lolchen determined that a technical man would be necessary In this investi¬ 
gation* He* therefore* requested Chief Quigg and City Manager Curry to 
allow Captain James 0* Barker* also of the Miami Police Department* to 
neoompany him to Hassau* 


As the Bureau knewra. Captain Barker is an HX ? A graduate and has been 
in charge of the Miami Police Department Identification Division for the past 
five or six years* >5© cause of his training in the UFA school* he has became 


FILE 
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Director, FBI* 


September 


3, X$4*5# 


quite an expert cm fingerprint and other technical examinations* Captains 
Melohan and Barker# a ©cording to my information, directed the investigation 
of the murder of Sir Harry Oakes at Nassau* 

During the course of this iiw estimation, certain latent finger¬ 
prints mere developed and lifted at the seeae of the crime* Certain blood 
stains end fragments of hair vere likewise found at the scons of the erlae* 
These blood stains and hair fragment* mere taken for a teohnioal analysis 
and comparison with that of the principal suspect# namely Alfred Do Barigny* 

As the Press reports indicated, these latent fingerprints* to¬ 
gether with the blood stains and hair fragments, were taken to Sew York 
City by Captains Melehen and Barker for the neeeesary technical analysis and 
comparison* 

On August 27* 1343* Captain Uelchen was discreetly questioned by 
Agent Ik dale as to why the above described evidence was taken to New York 
City Instead of to the Bureau* s Laboratory at Ylashlngfeoa for the desired 
technical examination* Captain Molchen seemed somewhat taken aback by this 
question and appeared obviously embarrassed* Be then made the statement 
*1 can't tell you anything about that now but will later# Just don't worry 
about it** Bo further attempt was made to press him on this point and 
Captain Msloban apparently did not care to discuss the matter any further* 

It is my opinion* ao well as that of Agent Uadala* that Captain 
Mslohan will never advise this office of his reason for carrying this 
evidence to New York City instead of to the Bureau's Laboratory in Yiashington. 
Therefore, I can only furnish the Bureau my conclusions as to why this was 
done* these conclusions being baaed on Agent Madala's past experiences and 
contacts with Captain ?Jelchen« 

In the first plaee, X wish to point cut to the Bureau that the in¬ 
vestigation of the zaurder of Sir Harry Oakes does not involve the Miami 
Police Department as a whole in any way* All of Captains Melchen and Barker's 
activities* travels# and decisions were their own and were not under the 
supervision or control of Chief of Police XU Leslie Quigg or say of the 
other high polio© officials of the Miami Police Department* 

Captain hole ben is one of the most active officers in the Miami 
Police Department * Ha is present ly in charge of the Homicide Squad* which 
Squad consists of| land himself* In addition to his duties of 

investigating homicides in the dity of Miami, Captain Melehen voluntarily 
performs other police ditties, such as making investigations for the State 
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Director* FBI 


Septsmber 3, 1943 


Department, cooperating in lor estimation* by the Post Office Inspectors, as 
well as tie Sarootle* Bureau, end assisting in the guarding end protecting 
of fbreiga notable* upon their arrival or departure from MimaI* Captain 
Melchen ha* rmny contact* in the Miami area and ie a very hard worker* He 
ha* a good reputation in police circle* end 1* always contacted by police 
officer* who com* to Miami from other cities in the eountiy to look far 
fugitive* and handle investigation* in this City* By tie same toksn. 
Captain Uelohan 1* frequently travelling outside of the City of Miami for 
the Mieml Police Department in investigations of greet importance and local 
Interest, 


Agent Madala tell* me that Captain Melchan has many friends within 
the Hew Tort: City Polios Department# particularly in the Identification 
Division* It is my opinion that Captain Molehen took this evidence to How 
York City and turned it over to hi* f Heads within the Mow York City Polios 
Dep«rtaent in order that they could get earns publicity in connection with 
this nationally publicised murder of Sir Harry Oaks** 

X am also informed that Captain Melakan may perhaps hold same 
ill fooling towards the Bureau because of the publicity which was given in 
connect ion with the solution of the quadruple murder committed by Vincent 
Christy* A* the Bureau recall*, there were several cartridge* and bullet* 
found at the soeaa of the crime by the Investigating officers* These 
bullet* and cartridges remained in th* custody of Captain Barker of the 
Miami Polios Depa rtmen t for several weeks when it was suggested to Captain 
Melohen by Agent Madate that kb should send the cartridges and bullet* to 
the Bureau** Laboratory in Washington for a taolmic&l examination and 
possible identification with unidentified guns, bullets and cartridge* which 
were then on file in the Laboratory* 

I later learned that Captain Melehan sent these bullet* and cart¬ 
ridge* in the Christy case to th* Bureau's Laboratory over the strenuous 
protest of Captain Barker and the then State* Attorney George A* Corley* 

Vlfhy these two officials protested this action Z do not know as Captain 
Hole hen never volunteered to explain their attitude* 

Chen the Bureau** Laboratory identified th* bullets and cartridge* 
found at the seem* of the crime in the Christy ease as coming from two guns 
which were seised from Christy at the time of his errest by the Jacksonville 
Police Department, the local Press carried headline stories to th* effect 
that the Bureau was responsible for the solution of the Christy case* In 
these Press reports. Captain Melohen was given no credit whatever for his 
part In the solution of the case* Although Captain Melohen never mentioned 
to either Agent Madala or myself his feelings in the matter. It has oorae to 
m from several sources that he resented the credit given to the Bureau by 
the Press In the solution of this ease* 
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Director# FBI 


Bepteraber 3# 1343* 


I lave explained the above situation to the Bureau as a second 
possibility as to why Captain Meloben had the ovi4ance secured la the. 

Oakes murder case taken to Bow York City instead of to the Bureau's 
Laboratory in Washington* 

I wish to reiterate at tills point tint the carrying of the Oakes 
evidence to Bow York City in no way involves a situation of poor cooperation 
on the part of the Miami Police Department with the Bureau in matters of a 
general criminological nature• I beliovo that it Merely concerns Captain 
Melohen or Captain Barker personally* 

Should in the future Captain Melchen explain to mo or to any 
other Agent in this office# his exact reason for ignoring the facilities of 
the Bureau's Laboratory in the instant ease# the Bureau will be proasaptly 
advised* 


Very truly yours# 


a* i* xitcee:# sac. 


r 

94-34 
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